
 
 

  

Children’s liturgy – Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  
 
Preparing the worship space 
Colour: green 
Props: paper windmill, pictures showing the effects of the wind (eg tree bent over, 
sailing boat, wind turbine, flag flying) 
 
Song suggestions: Spirit of the living God (306, Laudate) 
 
Welcome: Today we hear how something special happened to Jesus after his 
baptism. The Holy Spirit came down and rested on him. We are going to think about 
the Holy Spirit and how it can help us to do what is right. 
 
Opening prayer: God of light, you sent the Spirit down upon your Son so that others 
might know who he was. Send your Spirit on us, so that we might spread your 
message of love and peace to others. Amen. 
 
First reading (optional) Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
 
Psalm: Ps 39:2, 4, 7-10 r. 8.9 
 
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.  
 
Gospel: John 1:29-34 
 
The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I was talking about when I said, 
‘A man is coming after me, but he is greater than I am, because he existed before I 
was born.’ I did not know who he would be, but I came baptizing with water in order 
to make him known to the people of Israel.” 
 
And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven 
and stay on him. I still did not know that he was the one, but God, who sent me to 
baptize with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a 
man; he is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen it,” said John, “and 
I tell you that he is the Son of God.” 
 
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*) 
 
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from that reading?  
 
John tells us how he saw the Holy Spirit come like a dove to rest on Jesus. Because 
of this John believed that Jesus was the Son of God.  
 
A dove is one way that the Holy Spirit shows itself, but most of the time the Spirit is 
invisible. We cannot see it.  
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One way to think about the Holy Spirit is the wind. You cannot see the wind, but you 
can see the branches of the tree moving when the wind blows. Or you can see a 
windmill spinning round (you could demonstrate this!). Can you think of any other 
examples of when you can see the wind? 
 
The wind can be very strong. The wind can also be very helpful (eg show a picture of 
a sailing boat or a wind turbine).  
 
Like the wind, the Holy Spirit is very strong and helps us. We receive the Holy Spirit 
when we are baptised and the Spirit stays with us all through our lives, helping us to 
do things that are difficult.  
 
Jesus asks us to love other people, to care for people who are sick and to bring good 
news to people who are poor. This is not always easy, especially when people are in 
different countries to us. But when we do these things, other people can see the Holy 
Spirit working through us, just as we can see the wind in the trees.  
 
The Holy Spirit can help us to take care of the world that God has given to us. Can 
you think of ways that we can do that? 
 
The Holy Spirit can help us to be kind and generous and brave and to work together 
with others to make the world a better place for all people. Can you think of ways 
that we can do this? 
 
What could you do this week so that other people can see the Holy Spirit working 
through you? 
 
Intercessions You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you 
can use the suggestions below. 
 
God sends the Holy Spirit to help and guide us and so we pray together: 
 
We pray for world leaders: that the Holy Spirit may guide them when they make 
important decisions, so that they may make life better for all their people. Lord, hear 
us…  
 
We pray for all people who are poor: that they may see the signs of the Holy Spirit 
working around them, as they work to change their lives for the better. Lord, hear 
us…  
 
We pray for our parish, families and friends: that, with the help of the Holy Spirit, we 
may work together to look after our world and to make it a fairer place for everyone. 
Lord, hear us… 
 
Closing prayer: God of power, fill us with your Spirit and inspire us to make 
changes to our lives so that we can help others around the world. Amen. 
 
Activity suggestions 
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Invite the children to colour in the optional accompanying illustration. On the back 
they could draw or write one thing that they will do in the coming week, so that other 
people can see the Spirit in them.  
 
Make doves with the children to remind them of how the Holy Spirit appeared in the 
reading:  
 

1. Draw the body of a dove on white card for children to cut round (a template 
can be found on p4 below).  

2. Draw the eyes onto the dove.  
3. Help the children to fold an A4 piece of paper to make a fan. (Fold on the long 

side) 
4. Cut a slit in the body of the dove and pass the fan through create wings. 

You can then encourage them to write or draw on the dove what they will do in the 
coming week so that people can see the Holy Spirit working through them.  
 
Remind the children to share at home all that they have heard and thought about 
today. Encourage them to do one thing during the week that helps to look after the 
world that God has given us, or which helps other people, so that others can see the 
Holy Spirit through them.  
 
 
See dove template below. Taken from crafts.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel passage taken from: 
 
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition) 
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved. 

 
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of 
Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible 
Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 
U.S.C. § 103(b).  

 
Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means 
except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, 
PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org). 
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.americanbible.org&c=E,1,jtwcCEV_OC8LdNdx0TpJmSRfvdPWETzhFqc_Mh3ROdXOCX58vNsBTRAOT6PhhRWGn5Ohhm3WFRGUMeSzJWCRQnQ5e9DFKCeleNVSN6skQ16q&typo=1
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